Temple Crag

Lantau Island

Right Buttress
The Right Buttress is a bit like the Curate's Egg "Good in Parts. Good climbing is broken by
easy angled rock and ledge systems, which makes continuous routes difficult to find. There are
several good short problems but so far only two routes on this buttress.
From the stone steps head directly out towards the sea. On the left is a narrow rocky ridge.
Follow the ridge for 30m to an abseil chain on a shelf above a steep 8m high wall. A 25m abseil
heading diagonally right (looking out) leads to a platform with 2 bolts. On the ledge of the
platform, there are 2 bolt abseil stations above each of the routes.There are no chains on the
platform abseil bolts, so take spare slings and screwgate carabiners for the abseils
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EMPLE CRAG

General

Non-strenuous climbing, on high friction rock,
with fantastic open views of the Lantau Hills,
Cheung Sha and Pui O beaches and the Islands of
the South China Sea make the up hill approach
worthwhile. The crag faces west and dries very
quickly after rain but it can get hot on windless
mid summer afternoons.
The two large, easily seen, buttresses on the hillside
south of Pui O village are separated by a jungle
gully (which is best avoided). Most climbs are on
the left buttress (looking from the sea).

Approach
Due to dense jungle below the cliff it is recommended to approach from the top using the well
maintained Country Park Trail.
From Pui O village follow the Chi Ma Wan Road, through Ham Tin and continue along the
road some 700m to the crest of the hill (au), "Shap Leung Kau Tsuen". On the left is a
concrete driveway leading to houses and on the right is a Country Park sign. Next to the
Country Park information board, a well maintained path leads towards Lo Yan Shan. From the
survey beacon on top of the hill, continue on the hiking trail for 80 metres to some stone steps
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Kwun Yam *

F5

A 60m abseil from the platform leads to a small
ledge with 2 bolt belay, or from the bolts on the edge
of the platform, a full 30m abseil to the belay at the
top of the first pitch, then another 25m abseil. Knot
the end of the rope and have a sling tied to your
harness ready to clip the belay bolts.
Pitch 1 (26m) Up fairly easily to a crux move by
the 8th bolt, continue to small stance on left.
(9 bolts)
Pitch 2. (30m) Move right and continue up the
slab above. If you are finding it too difficult,
move left. Finish up the flake to the right.
(8 bolts)
F.A. M. Lancaster (2002)
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Pilgrim *

F5+

A 30m abseil to the bush covered ledge in the
centre of the buttress.
Start from a 2 bolt belay at right hand end of the
ledge. (7 bolts).
F.A. M. Lancaster (2002)
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Temple Crag

Lantau Island

The Left Buttress
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Jaqattack **

F5

7

Bolt protected. A 55m abseil to bolted stance left of
“The Trough" and about 6m above the ground.
(the abseil can be split by doing a short abseil to
the chain at the top of first pitch then a 30m abseil.
Pitch 1. (30m) Climb white slab left of The
Trough, at first overlap (crux) move right, then
step back left and straight up the slab.
Pitch 2. (15m) Scramble diagonally left then up
to the right to the abseil bolts.
F.A. M. Lancaster, Jaq.R.Cohen (2000)

At the top of the stone steps turn right and go through bushes. Abseil bolts will be found on the
lower left-hand corner of an easy angled rock slab (looking out to sea). A 30m abseil (mostly
down easy ground) leads to a lower, fairly flat, rock platform with 3 sets of abseil chains (described looking out to sea). In December 2002 a stainless steel cable was fixed in position to
safeguard the approach to the lower platform, hence allowing the first abseil to be avoided.
When leaving, it is relatively simple to scramble out to the right (looking up the hill). A spare
60m rope is useful for the abseils.
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The Trough

Hard Severe

A 1956 route using traditional protection. The
line follows the obvious gully/corner line between
“Jaqattack" and "Keep The Faith". A 60m abseil 8
down the line the gully, start next to a tall thin
detached block (don't stand underneath it).
This is the original 1956 description.
Pitch 1. (15m) Up detached block then up the
ensuing wall, where a hard move will tax
climbers of shorter stature. Belay on ledge above.
Pitch 2. (30m) Follow the line using either wall
indiscriminately. Head left to the arete near the
top.
F.A. Ward and Brunnell (1956)
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Tin Hau **

F5

2

Bolt protected 3 pitch climb, up the middle of the
slab. Abseil diagonally right (looking out) 24m to
chain on a shelf, from these bolts abseil straight
down the second pitch (25m) to a ledge with
chain. From where another 25m abseil reaches the
bottom stance, (or one 50m abseil).
Pitch 1. (30m) Diagonally right and up to
ledge. (6 bolts).
Pitch 2. (26m) Short groove with pocket
3
through overlap (crux) and up slab moving left
or right at will. (6 bolts).
Pitch 3. (25m) Easy rock diagonally right to
Right abseil bolts (4 bolts).
F.A. M.Lancaster, A Halkyard, Au Yeung Kin,
J.R Cohen (2000)
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On to Valhalla *

F6a

A direct bolt protected line to Pitch 1 of Tin Hau.
Start as for pitch 1 of Tin Hau and follow bolts
trending leftwards to a thin traverse back right
below the belay. Stiff moves on the steep wall can
be avoided by climbing farther left. (7 bolts).
Finish as for Tin Hau.
F.A. Paul Collis (2002 )

Silent Prayer **

Keep The Faith ***

Tchizee **

E1 5b

A crack line with reasonable traditional protection
and 1 bolt. A 40m abseil leads to a 2 bolt belay
stance on a slab some 10m right of Keep The Faith.
Pitch 1. (35m) Move diagonally right then back
left to the prominent diagonal crack, step left
then up steep wall moving right. Continue
through a bulge and follow crack on slab to a
rock over move. Trend right to a bolt runner at
the right end of the head wall. Finish by a tricky
move up and left from the bolt. (2 of each size
SLCD up to Camalot 1 (Friend 2.5) plus a few
wires, and extenders to reduce rope drag).
F.A. M.Lancaster, K. Noyes, C. Venetz (2000)

Buddha's Birthday **

F6a+

Good climbing up the edge of the wall right of
Tchizee. A 35m abseil from Left Abseil Chain
to a grassy ledge 6m right from start of
"Tchizee". The route and or the abseil can be
split at a ledge at 2/3 height.
F.A. M.Lancaster 2002

F6b+

A 60m abseil, following the line of "The Trough",
to a bolted stance 3m above the ground.
Pitch 1. (50m) Follow bolts and move left below
the overlap at 35m. Clip first bolt over the
overlap with a sling to reduce rope drag. Stand
up on small ledge at left end of the slab. The
strong can go straight up from here but the best
climbing is to step down and move right to a
diagonal crease. Up the crease, then back left
over the bolt to reach good holds above. Move
back rightwards and finish directly above last
bolt. Belay on bolts just to left. (13 bolts)
F.A. M.Lancaster, A. Halkyard, Au Yeung Kin
(2000)

F6a

Abseil approach as for "Tin Hau" and continue to
the ground. Bolt protected.
Pitch 1 (25m) Climb up and left to an overlap.
Follow this to the slab and continue right to a
belay ledge. (7 bolts)
Pitch 2 (25m) Make thin moves past the 2nd and
3rd bolts before moving right above the 4th bolt.
Pockets lead back left to the 5th bolt. (8 bolts)
Pitch 3 (15m) Follow the slab trending slightly
left to the belay of Tin Hau. (4 bolts)
Pitch 4 (25m) As for Pitch 3 of Tin Hau.
F.A. Pitches 2 & 3 P. Collis, E. Jong, D. Hannah,
(2002) Pitch 1 P.Collis, M.Lancaster (2003)

Paul Collis climbing Tchizee, Photo Martin Lancaster
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